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Panama's military controlled government under President Eric Arturo Delvalle has long relied on
the popular base of the Revolutionary Democratic Party (PRD) established by the late Gen. Omar
Torrijos, consisting of workers, peasants, and political reformers. Although the PRD's alliance with
these popular groups began to erode in the late 1970s, the loyalty of the nation's poor continued to
favor the government party over existing opposition parties. The recent political crisis, sparked by
accusations of corruption, electoral fraud and murder against military commander Gen. Manuel
Antonio Noriega by his former second-in-command, has been provoked largely by middle- and
upper class Panamanians. At this juncture, political stability does not seem to be forthcoming on the
basis of loyal support from traditional PRD-affiliated unions and mass organizations. The latter are
demanding legislative reforms and a host of other concessions as the price for their support, and
effective opposition against the National Civic Crusade (an ad hoc grouping, consisting of numerous
business, professional and student organizations). During a televised statement on the evening
of Aug. 28, General Secretary of the National Confederation of Panamanian Workers (CNTP),
Jose Meneses, said solutions to the political crisis are not possible unless the government acts on
demands meeting the needs of the majority of Panamanians. He added that CNTP members will
oppose measures adopted by the national congress if legislators' sole intention is to offer palliatives
toward appeasing the National Civic Crusade. Next, Meneses announced a national rally for Aug.
31 of all trade unions and employee organizations affiliated with the National Council of Organized
Workers (CONATO), to publicize the mass movement's demands. The National Federation of Public
Employees and Servants Associations (FENASEP) announced a march to take place in Panama
City on Aug. 31, and a 24-hour strike. The march was organized to attract attention to FENASEP's
principal demand for legal measures to ensure public employees' employment stability. The
organization has requested similar legislation since 1984. Local news sources reported that on Aug.
28 President Delvalle's cabinet had completed 12 draft bills after three consecutive days of meetings.
Included are a bill addressing FENASEP demands, and another establishing a national institute
charged with administering price controls on basic products. FENASEP reported that its actions
are supported by the Coordinating Body of Mass Organizations (COPP). COPP is spearheading a
campaign to pressure the government into repeal of a new labor code approved in March 1986. In
the capital, the National Civic Crusade staged a march on the evening of Aug. 31 to demand the
release of political prisoners. No violent incidents were reported. The marchers carried lighted
candles and white flags. (Basic data from several reports by AFP, Prensa Latina)
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